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ships fitted out, and proceeded on a cruise in pursuit of the
pirates who infested the coasts of the Adriatic. His rise was
tremendously rapid, and we soon find him given by Leo X
the command of a force of four thousand mfantiy and a hun-
dred cavalry, and sent to attack Fermo. A hard-fought battle
ensued, in which Giovanni was victorious; his lettei an-
nouncing his success is to be seen in the State archives in
Florence, written in the bold, round style which characterises
his handwriting. Meanwhile Maria remained in Florence,
living in the Salviati palace, where on the i2th June 1519 a
son was born to them whom they named Cosimo, at the
request of Pope Leo X, after the latter's ancestor, Cosimo
Pater Patriae. It is told of Giovanni that in order to make
the child courageous he had him thrown from the first floor
of the Salviati palace into the courtyard, where he stood and
caught him in his arms; though what Maria thought of such
escapades with her child is not related.

In this year 1519, when Giovanni was twenty-one, Lorenzo
(Duke of Urbino), the nephew of Leo X, died; and as he
left only a daughter, while Giuhano (Due de Nemouis) had
left no legitimate heir, it was evident that on the death of
Pope Leo X the rights of the Medici to the rule of Florence
would pass to the younger branch, of which Giovanni was
the most important representative. The latter, however, was
rapidly making for himself so great a reputation as a com-
mander in war that he despised all such questions, and gave
no attention to the matter. The time was one in which war
was becoming the normal condition in Italy, and by the time
that Giovanni was twenty-two he commanded a force of his
own; and these troops were becoming renowned throughout
Italy. From the black armour which they wore they were called
the "Bande Nere" (or Black Bands), which gave Giovanni
the name by which he is known in history. And so invariable
was his success in command of this force that he had already
gained the title of "The Invincible," and was one of the most
noted leaders in Italy.